IgG4 antibody response in allergic patients during immunotherapy.
The duration of the antigenic stimulation is a critical issue, but probably more important are the relevance and the purity of the allergen(s). A significant level of IgG4 antibodies has been detected as early as 3 months after initiating immunotherapy with hymenoptera venoms; in our patients, grass pollens, being more "pure", were able to induce an IgG4 response earlier than house dust mites or molds. The cumulative dose of allergen is also an important issue.